
The Kisumu 
School as it 
stands today 
 
It’s beginning 
to take shape 
 
And it’s all 
down to the 
generosity of 
our donors 
 
 

Shown here are the new toilet block, part of the grounds and the 3-classroom nursery block. In 
the background are the slums of  Manyatta, a reminder of the vicious circle of deprivation and 
hardship which faces these children without the good start in life that a sound education brings. 
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WANTED: MISSING PIECE 
OF KISUMU JIGSAW 

In the midst of the slums of Kisumu, western Kenya, something wonderful is hap-
pening.   With  the  help  of  our  generous  supporters  a school building project is  
underway to bring hope and a future to children whose life prospects would other-
wise be desperately poor.   It has to be seen to be believed! 

 

So far we have bought the land we need,  built a permanent three-classroom nursery 
block, and a stone-built toilet block as well as some temporary classrooms.  
 

The big hurdle now is to build the eight-classroom primary block, cost-
ing an estimated £60,000.  Please can you help us to bridge the gap between what we 
already have (around £10,000) and our target?  You can make a profound difference to 
the lives of some of the world’s most deprived children. Details of how to donate are on 
the back page of this newsletter, and you’ll find more on the school project inside. 

 

 

 



WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO 

 
 

TKWL is registered as Community Care Resources International (Charity No. 1063960).  Trustees are: Janet 
Newberry, Graham Blake, Joe and Gill Hayden, Phil and Diane Ball; our treasurer is Chris Squires. 

Meet Churchill Ochieng Oyudho, born on 21st February 2001. His 
life chances were quite poor right from the start: there were six 
children in the family and there was not enough money to send 
him to school.  In 2009, when he was eight, tragedy struck: he 
lost his father, who died on the way to hospital after being beaten 
up by thieves on the road one night. 
 

With the mainstay of the family gone, Churchill's mother struggled to make 
ends meet: she scratches a living with casual jobs such as washing clothes 
and doing dressmaking.  Fortunately, Churchill came to the attention of 
TKWL’s social workers, who found him a sponsor in Britain and he is now in 
year two of our primary school. His teachers say that he is a well-behaved 
boy, polite and cheerful. Well done, Churchill! 
 

Recently, this boy suffered a strong bout of malaria, a disease that kills 
many. However, TKWL were able to find the funds to pay for hospitalisation and medication and we are pleased to 
say that he is alive and well and prospering! 
 
Churchill’s plight is typical of many: a child loses one or both parents and ends up on the street or 
in an orphanage, or in the care of an already overburdened relative, in no position to provide for 
the child’s welfare and development.  But with your involvement, TKWL can radically change a 
child’s prospects:  a well-planned education beckons and every aspect of the child’s welfare is 
cared for, including food, clothing and medication. Suddenly he’s no longer a burden on the family 
but an asset. And suddenly he’s a young person with prospects, with a hope and a future. The vi-
cious cycle of poverty, disease, ignorance and deprivation has been broken ... again ... and again! 

This is Shanny Atieno Othoo, born in September 2006.  Her 
mother deserted the family home in 2007 and her father died in 
2008. She was taken in by her step sister, Lucy, whose home 
is in the slums of Manyatta, the district of Kisumu where our 
school is located.   
 

Lucy struggles to make a living selling tablecloths from door to door and 
has other children to care for apart from Shanny, but remains committed 
to the welfare and development of the children in her care.  She noticed 
how interested Shanny was in attending school, seeing other friends 
from the area going off to school each day and so approached the TKWL 
office, where Shanny was offered a place in our nursery school. 
 

Lucy wants to see her young charge achieving her dreams but to do this 
she will need a sponsor. Can you help? Regular sponsorship is life-
changing, as it anchors a child’s life on a secure foundation. The cost to 
the sponsor is minimal (£20—£25 a month); the benefit is enormous! 

 
 

How many children are currently in TKWL’s care? 
 

TKWL is currently supporting 226 children at nursery, primary, and secondary school and on 
university and vocational training courses.  At our own school we have 65 children in nursery and 87 in 

primary 1—3; eventually there will be 8 years of primary school, with a total capacity of 240 children. 



 
 

Being in our school means more than just sit-
ting in a classroom — it means active learning 
and exploration of the world which the children 
will be entering as adults in a few years’ time.   
 
 
 

Peter and Paula Phillips, support workers from the UK, 
write about a visit to a working farm: “Recently, a group 
of 55 children and 8 adults visited a mixed dairy and 
arable  farm.  For Kenyans used to seeing scrawny cat-
tle aimlessly wandering and chewing on literally any-
thing passable for food, this was a massive educational 
experience. Some cows could produce up to 50 litres 
per day, the rich milk being sold in Kisumu city to help 
support orphans on site. They saw goats, sheep and 
chicken. This was particularly helpful as we are about to 
embark on a chicken project at school, run by Class 4.“ 

 
 

TKWL helps kids make the most of life 

Recently our Primary School entered the National 
Music Festival competition in the Poems category 
and the pupils excelled themselves! 
 

The group performed a set piece, a piece of their own 
choice and a solo poem — in 3 different languages: Eng-
lish, Kiswahili and French. The group came second in the 
country in French and fifth in Kiswahili. In French our  class 
2 and 3 children were competing against schools who en-
tered children in Class 6, 7 and 8!  
 

This outstanding result shows what children from poor 
backgrounds can do, given the opportunity and the backing 
of devoted teachers and committed sponsors! 

 

A medley of Manyatta folk to put you in the picture 

Children at our school get a snack at break time (11 a.m.) and a full cooked meal at lunch time. 
Most schools for these age groups close at lunchtime but we continue teaching until 3.30 p.m. 
In the afternoon children learn life skills like cooking, repairing clothes, and growing  vegeta-
bles.  They are also learning some basic French. 

Far left—Consolata models the clothes bought for her by 
her sponsors 
Left—One of our teachers, Celestine, with her son Brolly 
Below—Jael, Maureen and Vivian, the school cooks 



 

Frankly, we need your money! The need is twofold: funds for the school building and for sponsor-
ship of individual children (we need to find at least 20 new sponsors a year). 
 

If you would like to sponsor a child, the most effective way is through a regular monthly donation. 
£20 a month finances a child at nursery or primary  school; £25 a month supports a child at secon-
dary  school. In return you get a photo, a progress report, a school report and letter from your child 
and you can write and send gifts in return.  Sponsorship changes lives for good! 
 

If you would like to make a one-off gift towards the new school project, the sky’s the 
limit! 
 

To donate, you can download a form from our website (tkwl.org.uk), or write to Janet Newberry, 
TKWL, DC3, Vinces Road, Diss, Norfolk, IP22 4HG (Tel: 01379 644223), or you can email 
tkwl@aol.com. Online you can make one-off donations via Paypal, via Justgiving.com or 
Shop2fundraise.com 
 
 

To get down to brass tacks ... 

But where does your money go? 
In 2010 the charity’s income totalled £89,955, including £12,285 in Gift Aid. Of this, £83,343 was spent on 
the children in our care, on the school building programme and other frontline projects. We spent £5,647 on our 
field worker’s accommodation and travel in Kenya (his other expenses are met by his church). Only £3860 was 
spent on administration (4.1 %).  All of our trustees are volunteers. 

Raise more smiles on their faces! 

To Kenya With Love needs YOU! 
 

                              WANTED: AN ARMY OF FUNDRAISERS 
The  main  ingredients  for  a  successful  fundraiser  are  a  good  idea,  hard  work,  and  
preferably the backing of a small group of friends. All sorts of ventures have been suc-
cessfully launched: folks at Maghull Baptist Church in Liverpool made £1,500 from a 
cream tea event; Phil and Mike (pictured right) made over £2,000 from a 27 mile walk 
and Joseph and David Clarke made £600 from a 48 mile walk; Barbara Pope in Diss, 
Norfolk made in excess of £1,000 by making and selling greetings cards; Gill and Joe 
Hayden in Rayleigh, Essex made £800 from a charity sale and have a  concert planned 
that should raise another £1,000. An Essex school is holding a non-uniform day for 
TKWL in the Autumn of 2011, and many more events are planned. Don’t know how to go 
about it? Call Joe on 01702 202251 or Di on 07913429948 for advice. 


